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Oct./Nov. Production Calendar - Indoor/Outdoor

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes
Purrrrrrrrrfect Comedy
 First of all this is not a play 
about a cat.  Well it is, kind of, but 
it’s not.  Ok, it is, but that is not 
what I want you to think about 
when you see this play.
 We know Americans love 
their cats, which are now more 
popular than dogs in numbers 
as house pets. Kenny Finkle has 
touched on that love and what 
makes a cat (or a person!) part of 
a family. Finkle has said that as 
he wrote the play, he started out 
writing it about his cat, but soon 
found out it also became an al-
legory about the relationships 
between people.  So even if you 
don’t have a cat, or just simply 
hate cats (like my brother-in-law),  
you will still be thoroughly enter-
tained.  It will give you and your 
friends lots to talk about.
 It’s one of the brilliant things 
about theatre that we can see an 
entertaining story, but realize 
there is hidden meaning in the 
plot and characterizations. In-
door/Outdoor is a very funny com-
edy on one level, but on another 
level it’s about what it means to 
love others enough to give them 
what they want. In Shuman and 
Matilda, we see two lonely misfits 
who learn about love and com-
munication.  We always think the 
grass is greener somewhere else.  
Then after we go away, we realize 
just how lucky we are, and what it 
means to have a home and family.
 I hope you enjoy Indoor/Out-
door.  We also invite you to come 
to the RTG again and again and 
become part of our family.  We 
are still selling Flex Passes which 
will give you a discount off the 
regular ticket price.  They also 
make Purrrrrrrfect gifts.

FRIDAY, Oct. 20                7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  Oct. 21            7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Oct. 22                       2:00 pm
FRIDAY, Oct. 27                 7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  Oct. 28              2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Oct. 29                            2:00   & 7:00  pm
THURSDAY, Nov. 2                          7:00 pm
FRIDAY, Nov. 3                         7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  Nov. 4             2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Nov. 5                       2:00 pm
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Indoor/Outdoor Opens October 20

Continued on page 4

Indoor/
Outdoor

Written by 
Kenny Finkle

Cast
Samantha ................. Alyssa Falvey
Shuman ..................... David Geisler
Matilda/Mom ............. Kate Fischer
Oscar/Others ................... Zak Keil

Crew
Director .................... James Fletcher
Set Design ........ Sarah Hunt Frank
Tech. Director ........ Chris Reinhardt
PSM .............................. Mona Lewis
Stage Manager ................ Russ Blaha
Asst.  Stage  Mgr. . Nancy Moldenhauer
Wardrobe ....... Lauren Lamoreaux, 

Betty Petersen
Light Design ..... Kevin Edmonston
Light Tech. ..................... Sue Blaha
Sound Des. ........... Ryan Simonsen
Sound Tech . ........... Karen Hamilton
Props Design ... Lauren Haumersen
Props Running .. Phil & Sandy Lyden
Makeup ..... Paula O’Brien Slassted

 A comedy about love and life from the 
point of view of a cat is the next offering 
at the Racine Theatre Guild. Indoor/Outdoor 
by Kenny Finkle opens Friday, October 
20, and runs three weekends through No-
vember 5. This heart-felt comedy shows us 
what makes a family, how we communi-
cate with each other, and the real meaning 
of unconditional love.
 The play is narrated by the cat, Saman-
tha, who, per the playwright’s instructions, 
is dressed in human clothes and is not vi-
sually made up to look like a cat. She tells 
the audience about her birth and how she 
ended up in an animal shelter, where she 
is adopted by a lonely and isolated man 
named Shuman. He wants the cat for com-
panionship, and all goes well until Saman-
tha decides she wants more in life. An alley 
cat named Oscar has shown up to talk to 
her about adventures in the great outdoors, 
and Samantha wants to run away with him. 
Enter Matilda, an insecure woman who has 
set herself up as a cat therapist. She can un-
derstand everything that Samantha says, 
and goes to Shuman’s house to help the 
two of them communicate with each other. 
The three have a whirlwind session where 
they learn about each other’s feelings.
 Indoor/Outdoor opened Off Broadway 
in 2006 and charmed the critics. 
 “Genuine kindness – the type that isn’t 
coated in mawkishness or undercut with 
irony – is about as rare in the theatre as a 
talking cat. Kenny Finkle’s Indoor/Out-
door has both. It is a clever, big-hearted 
comedy that makes it easy to feel good. It is 
less about cats than about glorious, perma-
nent love.” – Variety

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer, 

a freelance writer



 “I grew up a few houses away 
from where the Theatre Guild build-
ing is now,” says Russ Blaha. “My 
friends and I used to play here when 
it was just a big field. And now I con-
tinue to love all the time I spend at 
this location.”
 Russ enjoyed theatre in 
high school, and once he grad-
uated and was working, he 
decided to give the RTG a try. 
He didn’t make the first show 
he auditioned for, but was 
cast in The Impossible Years in 
1983. He said the experience 
was thrilling, with a big cast 
and such a wonderful feeling 
of bonding with the cast and crew.
 “I will always remember that in 
the closing performance I went up on 
a line,” Russ says. “There’s nothing 
like live theatre when you are stuck 
on stage and can’t think of a thing to 
say. But it only made me want to con-
tinue to volunteer with the RTG.”
 Russ was in the summer melo-
drama The Drunkard that year and 
sang with his guitar during the inter-
mission entertainment. His next role 
on stage was Pissaro’s young Spanish 
assistant in Royal Hunt of the Sun in 
1984. He went from a Spaniard to an 
Inca in act two, and had to have body 
makeup applied. “The young woman 
who was on the makeup crew and 
helped me is now my wife,” Russ 
says with a smile. “That was Sue, the 
love of my life and partner in RTG 
volunteering.”  That continues in In-
door/Outdoor where Russ is the stage 
manager and Sue is running the light 
board.
 Over the years Russ volunteered 
for many shows each season, work-
ing in a wide range of crew positions. 
He remembers being assistant stage 
manager (ASM) for Dracula in 1984, 
and that show was one of many high-
lights, due to the great memories of 
the cast and crew. He thinks fondly 
of being both the production stage 
manager and stage manager for Little 
Shop of Horrors in 1988. He says musi-
cals are always a special experience.
 “I can’t even remember all the 
shows I worked,” Russ says. “I know 
it was fun to be the ASM for Death-

trap, stage manager for Agnes of God 
– what a powerful play that was! – 
and volunteering to drive people all 
around during the Festival of Ameri-
can Community Theatres in 1985. I 
ran sound for The Art of Dining, stage 
managed God’s Favorite, was in the 

cast for Charley’s Aunt, and 
was in Rough Crossing. I was 
also in Cat Among the Pigeons, 
and that set had white mate-
rial draped around, covered 
in flowers. I had that look rep-
licated for my wedding to Sue 
in 1998.”
 Other highlights included 
running sound for Foxfire, 

which also traveled to the Soviet 
Union (Soviet Georgia). Russ did 
makeup for the daytime workshops 
for seventh graders during the out-
reach show Hunting Cockroaches in 
1992. After working nearly every 
show for a decade, Russ went to col-
lege at UW-Parkside and took a break 
from volunteering at the RTG. He was 
in the cast, played guitar, and sang in 
Smoke on the Mountain in 1995. His 
jobs kept him busy and away from 
theatre, except for ushering with the 
opening night crew, which he contin-
ues to do with Sue.
 In 2009 Russ began working 
props for The Sunshine Boys, but 
ended up being on stage, playing the 
patient. He loved being in Treasure 
Island in 2011, which was also an out-
reach show and everyone in the cast 
and crew “had a blast.”
 “I am happy to be back in the 
booth for Indoor/Outdoor,” Russ says. 
“Over my 30-plus years of involve-
ment with the RTG, it has always 
been positive. From the first time I 
was involved with this theatre I was 
taken by the quality of emotion you 
can only get here. Norm McPhee set 
the quality of high standards that we 
continue, so I am always proud of the 
production values of our community 
theatre talent. We tell stories on the 
RTG stage, and that pulls emotions 
from people in the audience and 
from the cast and crew. I can’t find 
that anywhere else. It’s because of 
that end product that I continue to 
want to volunteer here.”

Spotlight on volunteer Russ Blaha RTG Partners with 
Rescue 

Organizations 
for Indoor/Outdoor

 Since Indoor/Outdoor is a play 
about a man who gets a cat from 
a shelter, the RTG reached out to 
several local rescue groups to high-
light the benefits of 
adopting pets. Four 
groups will be fea-
turing their work at 
tables with volun-
teers and literature 
in the lobby during 
the run of the show.
 The Wisconsin 
Humane Society – Racine Cam-
pus, Safe Harbor Humane Society 
in Kenosha, H.O.P.E. Safehouse, 
and Kindred Kitties will all part-
ner with the RTG to raise aware-
ness about animal adoption in our 
area. One of their messages is how 
many wonderful pets are available 
at shelters, and also to consider 
adopting adult cats and dogs, as 
well as adorable kittens and pup-
pies.

 After seeing the charm, love, 
and humor of Samantha the cat in 
Indoor/Outdoor, and the way she 
enriches the lives of the people she 
touches, people may want to adopt 
a cat of their own. The RTG encour-
ages checking out these four rescue 
groups, whose missions are to get 
unwanted pets into loving forever 
homes.

Samantha

Oscar

H.O.P.E. Safehouse  
Racine, WI



Indoor/Outdoor
Oct 20 - Nov. 5

Ever After
Nov. 10, 11, 12

Comedysportz
Nov. 11

A Christmas Carol
Dec. 1-17

Signature SPOTLIGHT

80 Years of Song
Dec. 31

2519 Northwestern Ave.
Racine, WI  53404
www.racinetheatre.org

Coming Soon

JULY 16 - 27, 2018 
Join the Racine Theatre Guild in an exciting journey
 to the Emerald Isle for 10 nights exploring two of 

Ireland’s greatest gems - including:

•Round-trip airfare
•Private bus transfers
•Centrally located hotels
•Trip insurance
•5 theater tickets to best shows in Galway and Dublin
•5 nights in Galway
 - International Arts Festival: an eclectic mix of 
 cultural activities such as theatre, dance, music, 
 exhibitions, shows, comedy and more make up the packed 
 program of events. The festival offers powerful and 
 inspirational shows, brings the city to life with street 
 performers, and encourages audience participation.
 - Day Trip to Cliffs of Moher and Inis Mór Island
•5 nights in Dublin
 - Theatre Backstage Tour
 - Day Trip to Kilkenny to visit a castle and a Brewery
•Hop-on, hop-off buses in both cities
•Free time to explore and shop and your own
•Space is limited to 24 participants
 

For more information and pricing 

call 262-633-4218
or pickup a flyer in the RTG lobby

Reservations due by Nov. 6

Become a 
VOLUNTEER

The RTG is always looking for vol-
unteers and hopes you will give it a 
try.  If you have a lot of time or just a 
little, we can find something for you 
to do.  And you get to hang out with 
some really fun people.

Please join us!  Job descriptions 
and volunteer forms are available 
at the box office, on our website 
RACINETHEATRE.ORG, or by calling  
262-633-4218
A wide range of volunteer opportu-
nities await.

• actor/singer/dancer 
• stage managers • props

• box office • costumes 
• set builder & painter 

• technician • house manager 
• usher • makeup & hair

The Only Skill You Need is

DESIRE



The Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine, WI 53404

Box Office 262-633-4218
www.racinetheatre.org

Continued from page 1

LIKE US on Facebook

Please let us know if you would prefer 

to read the Callboard online.

“A refreshing and clever play made more purrrfect with 
crafty humor and a few life lessons to be gleaned from 
it.” – Backstage
 Reviews from regional theatre productions include: 
“It’s a good story – poignant, witty and even a little 
wacky at times. And though it’s a cat’s story, it’s human 
at its core, which makes Indoor/Outdoor so enjoyable.” 
“It’s delightful and thought-provoking.”
 Even if you are not a cat lover, you will be charmed 
by Indoor/Outdoor, which has very human values at its 
heart. And if you are a cat lover, you will find familiar 
behaviors and perhaps learn to understand your own 
cat or cats even more! Indoor/Outdoor runs October 20 
through November 5. Call the box office at 262-633-4218 
to order tickets or for further information. Or visit the 
RTG web site at racinetheatre.org. This comedy will 
leave you purring in delight!
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ANNOUNCING

2017 - 2018
SEASON

SEASON TICKETS 
& 

FLEX PASSES 
ON SALE NOW!!

VISIT THE BOX OFFICE OR 
 CALL 262.633.4218 

WWW.RACINETHEATRE.ORG

    Auditions for 
Vanya Sonia Masha and Spike

7 pm, Nov. 6 & 7
This comedy by Christopher Durang has roles roles for: 2 Men; 4 Women.  Auditions are held in the RTG lobby and will 
be readings from the script. Scripts can be checked out from the box office.  Performances are weekends. Jan 12 – Jan 28.

Prices range from
$80 - $118


