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STUDY GUIDE EXAMPLES 

 

Story Summary: The Boxcar Children tells the story of four orphaned children, Henry, Jessie, 

Violet, and Benny. In danger of being sent to different foster homes, the four siblings run away 

and make their home in an abandoned railroad boxcar. Pursued by the authorities and a 

mysterious stranger, the children discover the rewards and perils of life on the run, as well as the 

joy of keeping their family together. 

 

When creating lesson plans for The Boxcar Children, there are a variety of topics that can be 

covered including: 

 Cooperation 

 Teamwork 

 Independence 

 Courage 

 Family/siblings 

 Resourcefulness 

 Survival 

 

Activities 

Make a Boxcar! 

 Use a small rectangular box. If you have a cafeteria in your building, they may be 

able to save the boxes in which cheese slices are ordered. 

 Materials needed: 

o box 

o newspapers 

o plastic bag 

o red tempera paint 

o paint brushes 

 Put the students name inside the box so that it won’t be painted over. Sit the 

unpainted boxes on newspapers and write the students name or initials on the 

newspaper. 

 Allow students to paint the outside of their individual boxes. Sit them somewhere 

out of the way to dry. When dry, students may take them home to add the 

amenities. Add a list of some of the items that the Alden children added to their 

home. Return them to school in one week for a boxcar show! 

 

Needs vs. Wants 

 Think of a time when you had to choose something you needed over something you 

wanted? Write about the situation, and how you felt. What is the difference between 
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wanting something, and needing something? Make a list of 5-10 of your wants, and 5-10 

of your needs. 

 

Life in a Boxcar 

 Can you imagine what life would be like if you lived in a boxcar? How would it be 

different than the home you live in now? Create a Venn diagram showing the similarities 

and differences between your home, and the boxcar home the children lived in. 
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