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January Production Calendar - Exit Laughing

A Note From RTG Director

Doug Instenes

 A heartwarming comedy about 
friendship and enjoying life is the 
next show on the Racine Theatre 
Guild stage. Exit Laughing, written 
by Paul Elliott, runs three weekends, 
from January 13 through January 29. 
Even though it is a laugh-generat-
ing comedy, this show also touches 
on priorities in life and how to face 
death.
 Set in Birmingham, Alabama, 
Exit Laughing takes place at the home 
of Connie, a 55-year-old divorced 
woman with a 21-year-old daughter 
Rachel. Connie and her three friends, 
Leona, Millie and Mary, have gath-
ered once a week to play bridge on 
and off for 30 years. The friendship 
between the four women is honest, 
funny, and supportive. Connie is the 
stable one, Leona is the aging flirt 
who likes to drink, and Millie is a bit 
of an airhead, but sweet. On the night 
the play takes place, Mary, who had 
been the life of the party, has recent-
ly died, and the other three women 
gather to play cards in her memory.
 Millie always partnered with 
Mary in the bridge games, so she 
breaks into the funeral home to steal 
the urn of Mary’s ashes and take it to 
Connie’s house for the evening. All 
three women cope with losing their 
long-time friend in different ways. 
As they wonder how they will go on 
without the fun-loving Mary, a se-
ries of events wakes them up to the 
idea that life is not over for the rest of 
them.

Happy New Year
 We closed off 2016 with the re-
turn of the musical Mary Poppins, 
and once again I was amazed at 
the dedication from all the volun-
teers who helped make that show 
such a big success. I want to thank 
everyone, both cast and crew, who 
devoted hours and hours during 
the busiest time of the year, in-
cluding all the daytime Outreach 
performances.
 I feel today, as I felt 23 years 
ago when I was hired, so incredi-
bil  honored to be a part of the Ra-
cine Theatre Guild.  We really do 
“Light Up Lives at all Stages.”
 I think about the youngsters 
who come to Racine Children’s 
Theatre plays, maybe seeing live 
drama for the first time in their 
lives. I look at the Outreach plays 
that touch elementary and middle-
school children, thrilling them in 
a way that movies and television 
cannot. I am gratified to watch au-
dience members laugh at our com-
edies and musicals, heading out of 
the theatre happier than when they 
entered.  And, I so enjoy watching 
volunteers who come to the The-
atre Guild as strangers, leave with 
life long friendships.  We have a lot 
to offer at the RTG, and it’s not just 
the plays.
 Jean’s Jazz makes the RTG a 
place hopping on cold nights and 
the Comedy Tonight series pro-
vides everyone a much needed 
belly laugh.  We offer trips to oth-
er cities to see great theatre, too.  
When you add in classes for both 
adults and kids, we really do hope 
to  “light up your life.”

 Happy New Year from 
the  RTG family.

FRIDAY, Jan. 13                  7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Jan. 14               7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan. 15                2:00 pm
FRIDAY, Jan. 20                   7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  Jan. 21                2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan. 22                 2:00 & 7:00 pm
THURSDAY, Jan. 26                 7:00 pm
FRIDAY, Jan. 27                  7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Jan. 28          2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan. 29                      2:00 pm
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EXIT LAUGHING opens January 13

Continued on page 4

CAST
Rachel ................. Lauren  Haumersen
Leona ........................ Connie Rogers
Millie ......................... Dawn Van Ess
Connie .................................. Lori Russ
Bobby .............................. Eric Danyus

CREW
Director .................. Nathan Stamper
TD .......................... Chris Reinhardt
Set Design ........... Lizz Otto-Cramer
Prod. Stage Mgr ........  Karen Hamilton
Stage Mgr .......... Allison Kasprovich
ASM .............................  Peter Jones
Light Design .................. Brian Schalk
Light Tech.  ................. Donna Nielsen
Sound Design ...... Kara Ernst-Schalk
Sound Techs. ........ Colleen Whyte, 

Sue Blaha
Props ........ Rob Kroes, Ian Andersen

& Ginny Mueller
Costumes ......... Katelyn Christensen 

& Lauren Haumersen
Makeup/Hair .....Jeanne Christensen 

The Callboard is written by 

volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer, 

a freelance writer



 Joining the RTG staff in mid-No-
vember, Joycelyn Fish feels like she 
has a challenging, rewarding and fun 
job ahead of her. She is excited to be 
working in the world of community 
theatre.
 “I think it is fabulous to work 
alongside people who love to express 
themselves creatively,” she says. “I 
appreciate the longevity of the staff 
and volunteers here, which shows 
me this organization has something 
that keeps people coming back for a 
long time.”
 Joycelyn graduated in 2013 from 
Viterbo University in La Crosse with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Or-
ganizational Communication, and 
minors in Business Administration 
and English writing. Those skills will 
be useful to apply at the RTG, as she 
works on ways to market the RTG to 
the community.
 Her internships and first jobs 
were varied, but included working 
for non-profit organizations such as 
the La Crosse Visitors’ Bureau, Habi-
tat for Humanity and the National 
Kidney Foundation of Wisconsin. 
She feels that gives her a solid un-
derstanding of the unique world of 

non-profits, which often have very 
different challenges than for-profit 
companies.
 “I am fully behind the Racine 
Theatre Guild’s mission, and feel that 
it’s wonderful that it improves the 
lives of people. It’s great to join an 
organization like this. And I have al-
ways loved theatre, so it feels natural 
to put my skills to work in the world 
of drama.”
 Joycelyn was very involved in 
theatre, plays, musicals and choirs, 
both on stage and back stage, in mid-
dle school, high school and in college. 
She currently volunteers with In Tan-
dem Theatre in Milwaukee.
 “I get the picture that it’s just one 
event right after the other around 
here,” Joycelyn laughs. “I am find-
ing that I have to be quick on my 
feet and learn fast how things work. 
This theatre is a busy place, not just 
for the eight season shows and four 
Children’s Theatre shows each year. 
The first thing I’m doing is figuring 
out relationships, who is who among 
the people I interact with.”
 Calling herself a “people per-
son,” Joycelyn knows that she will 
need those interpersonal skills. “I see 

Meet - Joycelyn Fish
Director of Marketing and Development

it like ripples in a pond. First I get to 
know the staff people here, then the 
volunteers, the audience members 
and then the community.  I really 
look forward to getting to know the 
city of Racine.”
 Joycelyn was actually born in 
Racine, but her parents moved when 
she was very young, and she grew up 
in Reedsburg. She now lives in Mil-
waukee, but is apartment hunting to 
move to Racine. She feels she is new 
to the city, but welcomes the chance to 
learn all of its features.
 “I have to say that so far I have 
loved each day coming to work,” she 
says. “I’m going to have so much fun 
being surrounded by creative people. 
Everyone who works or volunteers 
here is interested in the art of imagina-
tion. I am more than happy to join the 
RTG crew and add my input to make 
this a vibrant and successful theatre!”

goodNight

LULU
Performed by Sunset  
Playhouse Bug in a  
Rug Productions

MAR 17-19
racinetheatre.org

sho
$THE BIG BAD

MUSICAL
Performed by E. Motions

FEB 3-5
262.633.4218 r

Auditions

The Iliad, The Odyssey...
99 Minutes or Less

7 pm, Feb. 6 & 7

Flexible casting for adults. Performances are 
weekends March 31 - April 9 with a few day-
time performances for school groups. Audi-
tions will be held in the lobby of the RTG.  
Michael Clickner is the director.

JOSEPH.... DREAMCOAT
Feb. 25 & 26

Roles for adults and children ages 10 
and above. Must have a song prepared 
and bring sheet music.  Performances are 
weekends May 12 - 28. Call to schedule an 
audition time slot:  262-633-4218.

Scripts are available to check out from the 
box office for all RTG shows.



Cadillac Palace Theatre, Chicago

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Price Includes: show ticket, round-trip 
transportation via delux motorcoach, driver 
tip, RTG donation, snacks and soft drinks

One lamp and three wishes 
make the possibilities infinite

$95 Mid-Balcony
($5 off for RTG Volunteer Members)

Lyric Opera, Chicago

Friday, April 28, 2017

Price Includes: show ticket, round-trip 
transportation via delux motorcoach, driver 
tip, RTG donation, snacks and soft drinks

Wouldn’t it be loverly 
to dance all night?

$110 Dress Circle
$132 Main Floor

($5 off for RTG Volunteer Members)

COMEDY 
TONIGHT
subscribe. laugh. save.

SAVE YOUR SEATS!

Subscribe before

September 7th!

COMEDYSPORTZ
February 4

OLE & LENA’s 
50TH WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY & VOW 

RENEWAL

March 18



The Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine, WI 53404

Box Office 262-633-4218
www.racinetheatre.org

Continued from page 1

LIKE US on Facebook

Please let us know if you would prefer 

to read the Callboard online.

The women fear that a policeman will arrive at the door, having discovered that ashes were stolen from the funeral home. 
And near the end of Act 1, that is exactly what happens. Humor escalates and things turn uproarious in unexpected ways. 
The rest of the plot unfolds as the women decide to embark on a more positive future.
 Exit Laughing made Paul Elliott the winner of the AACT New Play Fest, and it has seen productions around the country 
and the English-speaking world since its premier in 2013.
 Reviews in regional productions were positive:
 “Exit Laughing is a bit like Golden Girls meets Steel Magnolias. It features three longtime, bridge-playing friends dealing 
with a crisis that turns humorously uplifting…They know how to push each other’s buttons but clearly are happiest when 
they are together.”
 “You’ll exit laughing after seeing this show that provides an evening of laughs. It touches on something we all have to deal 
with at some time in our lives – the death of a good friend – and shows a novel and surprising twist that uplifts the spirit.”
 Turn the calendar to 2017 with a comedy that promotes living life to the fullest. Exit Laughing runs at the RTG January 
13 to 29. Call the Racine Theatre Guild box office at 633-4218 for more information or to reserve tickets.

 Exit Laughing has some adult humor and may not be appropriate for children.

EXIT
  LAUGHING
JAN 13 - 29

THAT

DARN

PLOT
FEB 24 - MAR 12

JOSEPH

 THE ILLIAD
 THE ODYSSEY
GREEK MYTHOLOGY IN 
99 MINUTES OR LESS

AN
D ALL OF

MAR 31 - APR 9

JOSEPH
AND THE AMAZING 
 DREAMCOAT

TECHN
ICOLOR

MAY 12 - 28

The Racine Theatre Guild’s 2016-17
Remaining Season


