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A Christmas Carol: The Musical 
December 2018 

 

STUDY GUIDE EXAMPLES 

 

Story Summary: Ebenezer Scrooge has become wrapped in greed and cold-heartedness. 

Scrooge’s work is his life and he despises anyone or anything that brings joy and happiness. That 

is until three Christmas ghosts force him to see what his actions have done to himself and others, 

and help him rediscover the spirit of the Christmas season and the power of giving and caring for 

others. 

 

Reflection questions 

 How would you react if you met Scrooge in real life? 

 If Scrooge had been less fortunate would he have the same view about Christmas? Why 

or why not? 

 Do you think that someone like Scrooge would always have the potential to change, or is 

it ever “too late” for someone to change their ways? 

 Has the play made you want to support a charity or the less fortunate? 

 Although A Christmas Carol is set in a specific time and place, how is the story 

universal? 

 This tale is set in Victorian England. Did you notice any customs that were different than 

ours today? Did you notice any that are the same? 

 What was the moral of the story? 

 

Activities 

Tradition Exchange 

 Survey your class about their holiday traditions, and discuss what these traditions have in 

common as well as how they are different. Discuss the role that tradition plays in our 

lives. Then hold a classroom celebration in which each person shares an aspect of his/her 

holiday traditions with the group: a food, a song, a story or so on 

 

Imitation -- the Sincerest Form of Flattery.  

 Write an essay comparing a film version of A Christmas Carol to the original story 

(and/or to the musical that you’ve just seen). Which did you prefer and why? Why do you 

think that Dickens’ story is so often imitated? (Scrooge’s tale has even been acted out by 

Mickey Mouse and the Muppets!) 

 

The Reality of Art 

 Write a short narrative about growing up in your family. What events in your childhood 

affected you the most? What were the best times and the worst times? Why? Now think 

about how your childhood shaped who you are today: what you believe, how you behave, 

what kind of activities you enjoy, etc. How has your real life influenced the things you 

say, create and do on a daily basis? Did Charles Dickens’s childhood, working in a 
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warehouse in poverty, influence his writing and how he acted as an adult? After seeing A 

Christmas Carol, think about which events in Dickens’ life may have affected how he 

created the characters and story. 

 

Global Holidays 

 In groups or individually, research any holiday in another country. You will prepare a 

presentation for your class about that holiday. This could include making a traditional 

holiday food, singing a traditional song or making a representative ornament to hang in 

the classroom. Anything goes! 

 

Sequel Time 

 Write a sequel to the story, describing how Scrooge lives out his everyday life and how 

he celebrates Christmas ten years after his experiences with the spirits. (This could be 

written as a skit and acted out with other classmates.)   

 

Costume Design 

 This is an excerpt from Charles Dickens’ novel A Chrstimas Carol: 

o  It was strange figure, like a child; yet not so like a child as like an old man, 

viewed through some supernatural medium, which gave him the appearance of 

having receded from the view, and being diminished to a child’s proportions. Its 

hair, which hung about its neck and down its back, was white as if with age; and 

yet the face has not a wrinkle in it, and the tenderest bloom was on the skin. The 

arms were very long and muscular; the hands the same, as if its hold were of 

uncommon strength. Its legs and feet, most delicately formed, were, like those 

upper members, bare. It wore a tunic of the purest white and round its waist was 

bound a lustrous belt, the sheen of which was beautiful. It held a branch of fresh 

green holly in its hand; and, in singular contradiction of that wintry emblem, had 

its dress trimmed with summer flowers. But the strangest thing about it was, that 

from the crown of its head there sprung a bright clear jet of light, by which all this 

was visible; and which was doubtless the occasion of its using, in its duller 

moments, a great extinguisher for a cap, which it now held under its arm.  

o Even this, though, when Scrooge looked at it with increasing steadiness, was not 

its strangest quality. For as its belt sparkled and glittered now in one part and now 

in another, and what was light on instant, at another time was dark, so the figure 

itself fluctuated in its distinctness: being now a thing with one arm, now with one 

leg, now with twenty legs, now a pair of legs without a head, now a head without 

a body: of which dissolving parts, no outline would be visible in the dense gloom 

wherein they melted away. And in the very wonder of this, it would  

 Based on this description, draw your version of the spirit of Christmas Past. 
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